Ruben Aguirre

I am running for Council for our
Tongva Tribe. My family is from Nancy
Morales, 1928 Roll, San Gabriel. I am an
Elder for our Tongva Tribe. Fight for our
sacred lands, our ancestors and remains,
artifacts, reburials.

I would like for all Gabrielino-Tongva
people to come together for re- burials. We
are all related! Our ancestors have been
waiting too long in boxes, bags, museums
and universities. They need to be home in

Mother Earth! I will always walk the talk!

Peace to four directions.

Thank you for this opportunity to share my
vision and commitment to our Nation. This
election is a critical stepping stone for all of
us. With this election, we need to ensure
that the right people are at the right place at
the right time. As a Gabrielino/Tongva
Native American, I feel a sense of duty to
ensure our people are taken care of and that
the history of our people is never forgotten.

Having served on the Election Board, I
got a glimpse of the tremendous amount of
work that must be done. The Election Board
was very successful through those talented
individuals and their commitment to our
Nation.

Having also served on the Constitution
Committee, I strongly believe that our
Constitution is our saving grace. Every one
that served on that committee was focused
and diligent in their vision of unifying all
Gabrielino/Tongva people.

Teamwork is the key that will ensure our
prosperity and I feel that I can be a strong
team player. I can guarantee that all my
focus and energy will be to ensure that we
are on the right path to achieve Federal
Recognition and Restoration.

'Thank you for your support.

I was involved with creating our Consti-
tution. I was on the Citizenship Commit-
tee and now chair the Citizenship Board. It
is a great honor and privilege to serve our
Nation during these creation processes. I
am currently learning our language and the
different ways other tribal members
perform our customs and cultural practices,
so that I may add these traditions to our
tamily traditions to pass on to my son. I
believe that preserving our heritage is
important to all of our people and that all
those that wish to learn should be given
that opportunity. I feel the pull in my very
being to see justice done for our ancestors
and elders and to secure our future and past
for our children’s children.

I hope that you will give me the chance
to take my passion and energy to our
people, our culture, and our future, and vote
me to the Peo’tskome, so that I may help
take back what is rightfully ours stating
with our sovereignty. I amGabrielino/
Tongva. My people have been here since
time immemorial. We live, we thrive. Our
existence will no longer be denied.

I would be a viable, workable member
of the Gabrielino/Tongva Tribal Council
because of the history and links I share
with other Gabrielino/Tongva members.
I want to see that all members be treated
fairly without discrimination of family
decent, gender, or level of education.

I am not going to try to impress you
with fancy, fake slogans that don’t really
mean much. I consider myself a realist
who refuses to color coat my actions with
a phony fagade. Because of the number
of negative occurrences that have taken
place in my life, I have learned to have a
sense of humor and a rather dry one at
that!

Even though my college experience
proved itself to be that of someone else’s
desire for my life, I have managed to use
parts of those five years in ways that have
benefited myself and those on the receiv-
ing end. Managing my time and money
have definitely been two major points
gleaned from my educational experience.

I want to assist in bringing our tribe
into its re-recognition in America and
our State!



